Dear Senator/Representative_______:

I write to urge Congress to increase funding for clean drinking water and adequate sanitation internationally. Specifically, I ask you to continue implementing the Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act by increasing funding for clean drinking water and adequate sanitation to $500 million for Fiscal Year 2010. This increase should be part of an overall increase in U.S. development assistance for poverty alleviation world-wide.

This funding commitment will increase coverage of people in high priority countries, complement expanded water and sanitation programs by U.S. NGO’s working around the world and advance progress toward the Congressional goal—expressed in the Water for the Poor Act—of reducing by half the proportion of people without clean drinking water by 2015.

The need for adequate drinking water and sanitation is great. Eighty percent of sickness in the developing world, and the deaths of 4,500 children daily, can be traced back to contaminated water and inadequate sanitation. Clean water is essential to every aspect of development—from children’s education to economic growth and environmental sustainability. Today, nearly 1 billion people lack access to clean water and 2.5 billion people are without basic sanitation.

The FY08 and FY09 foreign operations appropriations bills included $300 million each year to implement the Water for the Poor Act (WFTPA), the framework for drinking water- and sanitation-related foreign aid. The beneficial impact of these first years of funding for the WFTPA is already allowing the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) to hire new technical staff with drinking water and sanitation expertise, the leveraging of increased host government investment, increased matching funds available to non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and a range of programs to increase water and sanitation coverage in individual host countries.
I ask that you support the Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act and increase funds to $500 million in 2010 for safe, affordable and sustainable drinking water for the world.
Thank you for your leadership.

Sincerely,

